From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu Sun Dec 11 23:38:36 1994 
From: Josef _Schwarz@do2.maus.ruhr.de (Josef Schwarz) 

Subject: TV-7D/U tube tester 

Message-Id: <P30706@do2.maus.de> 

Date: Sun, 11 Dec 94 22:26:00 +0200 


(This is the second time I'm mailing this, had the wrong e- 
mail address) 


SD>Yes, the TV-7 is a very common unit; you might ask on the Boatanchors 
SD>list about it (boatanchors@gni.ai.mit.edu) since they have had a lot 
SD>of discussion on the TV-7 and TV-10 units. 


Hello, 

got this mail from Scott Dorsey who I got in touch with 
through the rec.audio.high-end newsgroup. Parts of my text 
below are taken from mails to other tube friends. 

I'm situated in NW Germany, and a tube enthusiast; so far I've 
built a copy of a Marantz 8b. I own various other pieces of 
tube equipment, like a Fisher 800C receiver, etc. 

At a recent ham radio fleamarket I bought the above tube 
tester. I got it back to life. Fitted a 12V 5W car bulb as a 
fuse lamp , and wired a 4.7 Ohms/5W resistor across (of 

course I'm using it with a step-down transformer, as our line 
voltage here is 234V). Now the line test can be 

calibrated exactly. At least one wire had been squashed 
between the metal of the case and the faceplate, and one 
solder-joint on a pot had come off. Get readings for all kinds 
of tubes now, although if I translate them into microhms from 
the table in the technical manual which came with it (copy), 
they don't exactly correspond to the values in the tube books. 
Ordered 2 new rectifier tubes from AES, just in case. 

Even the original tube test data book was included, and it's 
complete (from Jan. 1962), not exactly clean, but legible. 
There's an adaptor with it for tube types 3E29,829-B, and 832- 
A which have the same socket as the 6C33, but with plate/grid? 
caps. Shouldn't be too hard to change this for the 6C, if the 
tester can produce the necessary filament current. Any 
opinions on this? 

Did something really daft (as they say in old England). The 
octal socket on the tester was worn out, so I soldered ina 
new ceramic one (had just bought some on that same 
fleamarket). Kind of delicate soldering job, with the ferrite 
beads and fairly small holes for soldering, plus loosening the 
mains transformer to get at the nuts of that socket. You 
should have seen my face when I tried to put in a tube - I 
soldered in a loctal socket, not an octal one. So I ripped the 


metal out of the centre hole, took a file and widened the hole 
(ever filed on ceramic? Maybe ok with dentists' tools, but not 
with ordinary steel.)-till I could get in the tubes. Still a 
tight fit, but at least it works. You wouldn't have a spare 
"socket saver" lying around or know where I can order one 
from, would you? That might be a more elegant solution. I'm 
not going through that soldering job again. 

The tube data are of course for common US tubes and military 
types; would an ‘update' to more modern tubes (6550, EL34, 
5881) ox European tubes be available from you? 

I'd like to find out more about the tester, not only for 
practical use, but also because I appreciate a piece of good 
workmanship, and in that respect the tester is excellent. 
Thank you in advance, 

- Josef 


